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IV. ZAGREB ENERGY WEEK                        THE DAY OF THE CROATIAN CHAMBER OF ARCHITECTS      
Croatian Chamber of Architects,
City of Zagreb – City Office of Energy, Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development
                          We do not wish to stop development, but we can stop pollution!

                                 CONCLUSIONS 
of the Round Table of the Day of the Croatian Chamber of Architects at the 
5th Zagreb Energy Week, held on 13 May 2014
An insight into Croatian and foreign examples of excellence in construction practice, successful European examples of stimulation of sustainable development strategies and encouraging news from Croatian and EU legislation are all grounds for a founded optimism that we will manage to establish a system of measures required for the construction of a quality built environment and boost the sustainable development mechanisms in our country. The discussion of the participants of the Day of the Croatian Chamber of Architects - Round Table, yielded the following conclusions of the professional assembly:
What are the obstacles?

In 2013 our country underwent an extensive modification of legal documents stemming, among other things, from the need to harmonize national regulations with the EU Acquis, due to the accession of the Republic of Croatia into the European Union. The implementation of measures which will ensure a wide frame of action for the purpose of realization of the „20 + 20 + 20“ program within the agreed deadlines, contributing to the realization of the goals of the European Energy Policy from 2007: 
1.             20% reduction of the greenhouse gas emission;
2.             20% increase in energy efficiency;
3.             Increase of the share of renewable energy sources to 20%;
4.             Increase of the share of biofuels in traffic to 10 %;
and other internationally assumed obligations has not been realized in the scope guaranteeing the realization of the goals set. Therefore, from the Day of the Croatian Chamber of Architects, we once again emphasize the importance of the improvement of the regulatory framework and the elimination of the remaining legislative obstacles present in: 
I.    From the Conclusions from 2013:
1. Incompatibility of legal documents, sectoral and intersectoral, 
2. Rigid interpretation and implementation of the provisions of EU directives (public procurement of architectural services, ensuring realistic compensation for architectural services, striking the obligation to organize a tender procedure, as a form of public procurement based on quality and similar), 
3. Absence of intersectoral coordination in the legislative and practical implementation of sustainable development strategy,
4. Absence of practical implementation and application of the Architectural policies of the Republic of Croatia 2013-2020, National guidelines for the quality and culture of construction.
The Croatian Chamber of Architects wants to be included into the adoption of legal documents not only at the formal level, but also as a full-fledged participant, an actuator and participant of coordination of intersectoral legal documents, allowing the exploitation of its professional know-how and practical experience to the benefit of our society.
Which of the last year's tasks were realized?

1. The Chamber has been systematically working on the eradication of prejudice concerning the simultaneous feasibility of sustainable development strategy and public procurement on the principle of the lowest bid, by citing positive examples from the EU market, like Germany. The Ordinance on the Standard of Services was adopted, together with the accompanying Program for the calculation of the required hours norm and the provision of particular architectural services, which is compatible with EU and applicable national regulations in all respects.  
2. In spite of the regulatory framework relativizing the obligation of organization of the tender procedure, the Chamber has been systematically promoting architectural-urbanistic tender procedures as a constituent part of physical plans and a manner of public procurement of architectural services guaranteeing quality, especially in the case of public buildings and interventions in space, since the tender documentation, inter alia, gives an insight into the energy and ecological cost-effectiveness of buildings/interventions, and thus into the total quality of the planned intervention.   

The Chamber prepared a proposal of the text of the Ordinance on the tender procedures from the domain of architecture, urban development, interior design and landscaping, which is currently undergoing the professional coordination procedure in the Croatian Architect's Association (CAA), following which it will be adopted by the Assemblies of the CCA and the CAA. 
3. The Chamber is lobbying with the institutions competent for the regulation of quality-based public procurement, for the protection of the constructed environment, national interest and sustainable development strategy. It has been systematically monitoring public procurement procedures and pointing out any irregularities to their participants, indicating the proper course of action, primarily in the interest of the principal, with a surprisingly high percentage of successfulness. 

4. It has been promoting quality as a:

· basic determinant of sustainable development,

· principle of protection of investors' interests, 

· principle of protection of public and national interest. 

5. Based on the results of the last year's Questionnaire and an insight into the needs of our members, the Croatian Chamber of Architects obtained the licence for the implementation of an educational program for the professional training and raising the level of know-how of its members in the framework of the Continuous professional development program and has been conducting the Training program for persons performing energy certification of buildings - Module 1 and Module 2.
What are the courses of future action?

With the adoption of Directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement, of the European Parliament and Council, which entered into force on 17 April 2014, which starting from the principle of consumer protection aims to: 

· Create new public procurement rules, which will ensure the best quality for money, owing to new criteria placing more relevance on quality, environmental protection, social aspects and innovation, 

· Raise the transparency of public procurement procedures, with the ensurance of the best quality and the protection of the interests of taxpayers and the contracting authorities, 

the preconditions for a comprehensive, completely new way of establishment of the best bid have been realized on the national levels. The deadline for the implementation of provisions of the Directive into national legislations is 24 months.

Deeply aware of the importance of interpretation and promotion of the positive changes and consequences of the provisions of the Directive to competent bodies, due to their huge impact on the future development of the country, the Chamber undertook a number of measures to obtain examples of the best European practice prior to entry into force of this document, to be able to lobby for the change of Croatian legislature with specific solutions and proposals.  

Therefore, we consider raising of consciousness that the struggle for sustainable development is the struggle for quality, change of habits and a well thought-out application of innovations and technological solutions, adapted to the particularities of a concrete climate and concrete social situation, a key strategic goal, not only of the architectural professional, but of all social actors, and in that sense, we invite to common action in that direction. 

We enclose the Manifesto of the Architect's Council of Europe, a professional community of authorized architects from 33 countries, with over 550.000 members, with the Conclusions of the Day of the Croatian Chamber of Architects.  On the occasion of the European parliament elections, the Architects' Council of Europe and the Croatian Chamber of Architects wish to draw the attention of the society to the importance of inclusion of politicians into the supreme bodies of European government, who are aware of and support the promotion of responsible architecture, the raising of architectural quality in the constructed environment, sustainable development, supporting the quality of architectural practice, the highest educational and professional standards, protection of public interest, optimization of professional mobility and stimulation of economic growth and development. 
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